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S I R,- 
THE fubfequent Cafe is 


aproof of the Utility of thofe Methods 
you have recommended for the Treat- 
ment of mental derangements, in’ your 
excellent Treatife,on Female, Nervous, 
Bilious Difeafes, &c. I therefore beg 
leave to dedicate this little performance 
to you, as a {mall Teftimony of the Re- 
fpect due to a Phyfician, whofe whole 
Life has been engaged inimproving the 
_ Art of Medicine. 

And am, Sir, 

Your moft, obedient, 
humble Servant, 
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Dur records of medicine cannot 
perhaps afford an inftance fimilar to the 
prefent, nor do we find in the different 
writers, who have profefledly treated 
on maniacal affections, one cafe wherein, 
at foearly a period as the age of eleven 

years, the diforder has appeared with : 
marks fo clear and intelligible. And 
it is as fingular in this inflance that 


B 
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there feems no clue leading to the caufe, 
as predi{pofing to infanity, no tranflatzon 
of the difeafed matter of any part to 
the membranes of the brain producing 
delirium &c, nor diffufion of bile, fud- 
den fubfidence of eee ee eruptions, 
abjortion of matter from abfceffess 
wounds, or ulcers, no fcrophulous or 
cancerous taint of the juices, no exhibi- 
tion of deleterious vegetables or mercurial 
preparations, no fudden fright, acet- 
dental blow, fall, or any hereditary 
| predifpofition to manta. No one of his 
family on the fide of either father or 
mother having ever been remembered 
to have been the leaft affected with 
mental difeafe; in fhort there was no 
obvious caufe to which the complaint 


could be rationally affigned. The child 
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was looked upon as pofleffed of no ex- 
traordinary’ fhare of genius, ability, 
nor attivity of imagination, nor was 
he fo fprightly as moft boys of that age, 
but rather of a thoughtful, melancholic 
difpofition, very little inclined to pue- 
rile amufements and diverfions; but 
rather docile and tractable, he had al- 
ways been healthy, had never fhewn a 
wanton propenfity to hard and indegifti- 
ble aliment, he had never been too much 
indulged, nor compelled to any intenfe 
application of mind. It was his cuftom in. 
the morning to go with other children to 
a {chool at fome diftance from his home, 
andto return in the evening. On the 
twenty ninth of Fanuary, 1789,he return- 
ed unufually low and dull, little notice 


was then taken of the alteration in his 


\ 
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appearance ; but upon his return from 
{chool the following day, the depreffion 
and lownefs being much more vifible, 
a ferious enquiry took place, as to the 
caufe of his complaint, but his anfwers 
{feemed rather extorted, were vague, 
dnconneeee: and inconclufive,he feem- 
ed hurried at the fight of ftrancers, often 
turned pale,trembled,had an angry acute 
ftaring look, with dilated pupils, and 
dicadfulapprehenfions, frequently look- 
ed fearfully about,as if he fufpe€ted fome 
ill defign, fometimes he appeared timid 
and diftreffed,fig':ed much, and had not 
more than a quarter of an hours fleep 
throughout the whole night. Yanuary 
gift, from a fuppofition of coftivenefs, 
fome manna was diflolved and given 


him, which operated once, but did not 
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relieve him in the lealt, he appeared all 
the day unufually ftrange in his manner 
and actions. Fear, diftrefs, and fhame, 
alternately occupied his mind but he 
did not at any time advert toany one 
objeét in particular,nor upon the ftridteft 
examination could it be found that he 
had been lately terrified, or undergone 
the leaft degree of {cholaftic admoni- 
tory difcipline, or that his temper 
had been ruffled in any thape whatever. 
He was fat up with, had very little fleep, 
not more than two hours in the whole 
night. Jn the morning, February ift, he 
{poke rather more rationally thai he had 
done before, but complained of a pain 
in his head with giddinefs, weaknels, 
and: rather a: dimnefs of fight, that nis 


eyes ached and were painful, and that 
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he fcarcely knew where he was, and 


faid he was very fleepy ; he laid down 


tofleep, but was fo reftlefs and diftreffed | 


an mind, asnot to get any, and if a 


word were {poken,it made him peevith, 


and petulant, and the leaft motion from 


the*bye ftanders became an immediate 
object of freth inquietude and vexation, 
Having fome degree of rigor, and his 
legs and feet feeling very cold, by the 
direGtions of his mother, they were ver y- 
judicioufly immerfed in warm water, 
“and he ‘was put to bed again, when the 


fame diftrefsful ideas occafioned the 


fame watchfulnefs as before, and he 


flept not fomuch as an hour in the whole 
night,often waking in great perturbation 
of mind, fometimes fighing, as if he la- 


-boured under great affliction and at in- 


4 
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tervals inceffantly talking and rambling 
with quick tranfition from one fubje@ 
to another, without the leaft reafon of 
coherence whatever. Februaryad, the. 
family apothecary was fent for, who 
found himin the ftate as before defcrib- 
ed with an alienation of mind without 
a fever; the fkin harfh and dry, 
he had had hittle or no perfpiration 
‘from the time he was taken, fometimes - 
very wakeful and loquacious, at others 
ftupid, abfent, saduniiee: aud the pulfe 
rather below the natural ftlandard at 
his age; finapifms were ordered to the 
feet, and a blifter to the back, which 
were applied in the evening; he pafled 
the night ina more uneafy and reftlefs 
manner than before, and in the morning, 


at the particular requeft of the apothe- 
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cary, another practitioner was confulted. 
February gd, his fleep during the night 
had been lefs dillurbed, but of very 
fhort duration, at moft not more than 
ten or fitteen minutes at a time, and 
in the intervals frequently interrupted 
with fighs and flartings. February 4th, 
all the former figns of mental derange- 
ment recurred, and there appeared not 
the leaft alteration for the better, the 
blifter had difcharged but little, and he 
having been coftive, for fome time, 
_ four ftimulant clyfters were fucceflively 
injected ; but returned again, juft tinged 
with the feces, and without any apparent 
good effect. Until February 8th, he 
continued alternately ina filent ftupid or 
diftrefsfully obftreperous flate; but at 


intervals began to fhew fome figns of 
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3 “returning reafon, which continued to 
furnifh hopes of recovery, until Febru- 
ary t4th, when he reverted entirely in- 
to his former bad flate, had a miferably 
diftrefling night, with the aggravated - 
fymptoms of diftorted eyes, and oppref- 
fed re{piration; neither was he in the leaft 
better all that Day nor the following 
night; the blifter at his back difcharged 
tolerably well, was kept open, and 
an illue. was alfo opened in. his arm... 
February 15th, Sc, he took emetics twice, 
which had no manner of effect either — 
upwards or downwards; boluffes of cam-. 

| por were prefcribed. and given; but 
{till he remained in a gloomy and _per- 
turbed flate of mind without any fever 
until February 19th, when. becoming 
much worle in every refpect, and by 

C 
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way of revulfion, it was thought necef- 
{ary to apply blifters to the legs, which 
was done, and a very bad night enfued ; 
for it was with much difficulty he was 
kept in beds befides the ordinary 
fymptoms of melancholy, he was at — 
times more irafcible and furious than 
at any former period of his illnefs. 
February 20th, all day he appeared to 
Jabour under the moft excruciating and 
intenfe fenfations of anxiety and an- 
guifh, and paffled a dreadful night. 
February 21 ft. the fame fymptoms con- 
tinued without the leaft mitigation, un- 
til toward the morning, when a fullen 
-filence and referve, accompanied with 
fome degree of fleep fupervened, relax- 
ing from which, for fome hours, he 


appeared rational, and more calm and 
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compofed than he had been for fome 
time before ; but this was an interval 
of fhort duration, for February ged. he 
grew much worfe, with cold fhudder- 
ing, great difficulty of breathing, was 
furious, and became quite raving, fo 
that two ftrong people could not hold 
him, down in his bed, without much 
_ exertion, and in this ftate, with very 
little variation, he continued until 
February 27th. when foon after fome 
loofe feces, procured by a laxative 
medicine, he fuddenly became more 
eafy and compofed, pafled more water _ 
than he had done for feveral days‘ be- 
fore, flept with much lefs interruption, 
feemed to be more rational, and in 
fome degree, recoverd his ufual {pi- 
rits, but February 28th. he reverted to 


; 
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his former ftate of horror and dejeciion, 
and feemed {carcely to know or attend 
_at all to external objects. March 1/t- he 
was apparently lefs diftrefled and agi- 
tated in his mind.. March ad, produced 
fome comfortable hopes that he was 


getting better, which in fome degree 


alleviated the painful feelings of maternal 


affection, that had fo long been upon 
the rack on account of his fufferings : 
but this ceffation of parental folicitude, 
was only protracted until March 7th, 
-when he again appeared low and fad, 
and much deranged in mind, and com- 
plained of a pain and weight in his head, 
which was directed to be fhaved and 
embrocated with diftilled vinegar, and 
a blifler tothe head was alfo advifed as 


effentially neceffary ; but the idea of its 
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application was fodiltrefling tohis friends, 
as to preclude for the prefent all thoughts 
of it; another emetic much {tronger than 
either ofthe former was next thought of 
and adminiftered accordingly; but prov- 
ed as inefficacious in its operation as. ei- 
therof the preceding, neither occafioning 
naufea, vomiting, or purging ; but fome 
{mall degree of dampnefs on the {kin 
was thought to be in confequence of it. 
Hitherto every medical effort had pro- 
ved fruitlefs, and the poor little fufferer 
obtained no palliation of the fymptoms. 
March goth. Stull a victim to the ravages 
and returns of this mercilefs malady, 
he was feized with’ difmal apprehen- 
fions, and groundlefs fears. The facul- 
ties of his mind were weak and timid, 


Taciturnity and meditation took place 
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of horror and depreflion, tears and 
lamentations, which recurred and re- 
mitted in proportion as his ruminating 
paroxy{ms were longer or fhorter, his 
nights were paffed in watchfulnefs, and 
his days in fadnefs, with lucid intervals 
of momentary duration, until March 
13th,when the folitary ftate of his mind 
changed, on a fudden, into diftraétion 
audacity and violence,; the dilirium 
appearing tohave taken a turn directly 
oppofite to its former genus, fo that 
from the defponding, he was now be- 
come the raving maniac, and the fitua- 
tion of himfelf and friends was rendered 
truly deplorable indeed. At this crifis 
of calamity a dlifier to the head was 
again propofed,and the former obje€tions 


giving way tothe emergency of the cafe, 


CASE OF MADNESS. 19 
was applied, when the next day he was 
infinitely worfe, and more reftlefs and 
unmanagable than he had ever been 
before. The caufticity of the blifter 
occafioned the moft violent excitement, 
and thereby counterbalanced every 
benefit which might have arifen from 
its difcharge, and indeed in a very 
long and extenfive practice I never re- 
amember to have feen more than two 
inftances ofthe good effeéis of vefication 
to the head, one of which was ina fhre- 
mitic complaint where torfzdity and 
langour had been brought on by profufe 
evacuations, and the other in a maniacal 
affection, of fome ftanding, when the 
powers of nature had been debilitated 
by inanition. In the indifcriminate ufes 
of e61/pajiics to the head, for the cure of 
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cerebral dilorders, particularly where — 
an overfulnefs is already obvious, much 
mifchicf: may be. apprehended from 
theirardent and powerfully ftimulating 
influence. March 15th, the patient be- 
came fo very raving and refllefs, that 
having no {trait w aiftcoat, nor ufing any 
ligatures to his arms and legs, it was as 
much as three people could keep him 
from getting out ofbed,in which frantic 
and turbulent flate he continued until 
March 17th, when another emetic was 
adminiflered, but with the fame ineffe- 
cacy as before. March oiff. The vio- 
lence of the diforder feemed abated, and 
on that and the following day he was 
not fo loud and raving as he had been 
for many days before but often muttered 


to himfelf, and appeared ftupid,abfent, 
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‘and mufing. March 234, he continued 
more flill and quiet, but very low and 
melancholic, at any time {carcely 
{poke loud enough to be heard, and 
remained in this depreffed {tate until 
March 26, when he feemed to recover 
more of his ufual fpirits, and* was at 
times tolerably confiftent and rational. 
March 27th, his former fymptoms re- 
curring, my advice and attendance was 
thought neceflary, and when with the 
moft feeling anxiety and fymphathetic 
concern, the whole of the foregoing 
account was recolle@ted, and given me 
in detail, as far as her memory could 
aflift her, by the afflicted mother of the 
patient, whom I found removed to a 
remote part of the houfe, and lodged in 
_a darkened room, with an affiftant on ,» 
D 
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each fide the bed, for the purpofe of 
coercion when neceflary, and notwith- 
{landing the length of his confinement, 
the violence of his diforder, and the 
many relapfes to which he had been 
fubject, he had not that morbid or ema- 
ciated appearence which might have 
been expected. Approaching to the 
-bedfide, I did not at firft feem to attra 
his attention, but after {peaking to him 
he turned round, and in a low defpond- 
ing manner, faid, ‘‘ He fhould never 
* be any better, but that I might dgas I 
‘ pleafed with him, that his father was 
$* not able to provide for him, and that 
“he had never been able to learn fo 
‘* quick..as other boys;’ to which I 
made him the molt confolatory anfwers 


I could fuggeft, and foothed him as 
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much as poffible; at the fame time | 


affuring him of the great probability . — 


which I entertained of doing him good, 
and of getting him quite well, provided 
my rules and directions were punctual- 
ly followed ; by this means appearing 
to have gained his good opinion, he 
{miled, and feemed pleafed ; and to do 
my little patient jeflice, when in his 
fenfes, and capable of fo doing, he 
chearfully flrove to fecond my endea- 
vours to affift him, by an implicit 
obedience to my advice and inftruc- 
tions. Perceiving that he frequently ° 
made fudden efforts to jump out of the 
bed, and that the attendants in endea- 
vouring to reftrain him, irritated him 
the more, I recommended the ufe of 
a flrait waiftcoat, which I had brought 
D 2 
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with me for that purpofe, and which 
was ufed before I left the houfe, and 
continued occafionally to the end of 
the cure. From the firft beginning of 
his diforder, his appetite had been much 
depraved: upon examination I per- 
ceived a {mall degree of tenfton about 
the efiga/tric regzon ; but not attended 
with any pain, nor had there been the 
leaft degree of inflammation in the 
{tomach or bowels; his breath had at 
times been fetid, but not extremely fo, 
and was now rather olfenfive ; the urine 
had been fometimes high coloured, and 
at others pale and limpid; but had 
never been obferved to depofit any 
kind of fediment, and in genéral had 
been made in fmaller quantities than 


was natural. His deglutition had been 


CASE OF MADNESS, 25 
obferved to be more difficult, when 
under the paroxy{m of dejection, and 
in his moft delirious ftate, with a flight 
degree of deafnefs, moifture of the eyes, 
dimnefs of fight, and an involuntary 
difcharge of tears, he talked much more 
inconfiftent than when I firft faw him, 
and complained of f{pectres and fright- 
ful dreams: often when at the beft, I 
was informed, he appeared drowfy and 
ready to fall a fleep, he had frequent 
eructationry,and his feet were remarked 
to have been alternately hot, dry, and 
cold, his eyes fufliciently indicated the 
perturbed {tate of his mind, their pupils 
were greatly diftended, and the lids tu- 
mid an@ red,with a fordid rheum adhe- 
ring to the edges, his face was florid, but 


neither bloated nor {welled,heexpreffed 
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fome childifhly ridiculous fears,appeared 
very forgetful, with a {mall degree of 
flupor, and upon afking him where he 
was molt in pain, after two or three 
times waving his hand, as if in doubt, 
he at laft pointed to his forehead, he 
appeared to have an equal degree of 
heat over the whole body,nor was there 
the leaft augmentation thereof in his 
head and temples, he was naturally 
inclined to ‘coftivenefs, and the ftools 
he had had through the courfe of his 
diforder, (when not procured by medi- 
cine,) where generally high coloured, 
and at the diflance of two or three 
days; he had not the leaft degree of 
fever, and the funétions of his mind 
were apparently injured and deranged, 


he frequently changed his pofition in 
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bed with an extraordinary degree of 
velocity and ftrength, and was fo little 
‘debilitated, that he appeared to havea 
greater {hare of mufcular flrength,than in 
a healthy flate,is common to boys of his 
age. I cbferved that he feemed rather 
pleafed in every opportunity to give 
his attendants freth occafion to watch 
and guard him, his refpiration was not 
. in the leaft oppreffled, and he had no 
ficknefs at his flomach, his fleep had 
been much interrupted,and feldom long 
continued, his fweats had been partial, 
and never once either profufe or gene- 
ral, chiefly in the night, and feldom 
continued more than a few minutes 
‘ata time; probably from the difturbed 
ffate of his mind, and the reftleffnefs of 


his body confequent thereon. In the 
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paroxy{ms he had been fometimes 
“heard to grind and gnafh his teeth; 
had never appeared thirfty, nor at any 
time had he drank with eagernefs and 
voracity ; his voice was much lower 
than its natural pitch, and feemed in- 
capable of continued diftin& articula- 
tion. The pulfe was low, at about fixty, 
and {carcely perceptable, but though fo 
low and weak, I confidered iit as 
a fallacious guide, and that its pre- 
fent ftate was a certain indication either 
of fome obftruétion in the heart or 
lungs, or fome degree of oppreffion in 
the cerebellum. I was therefore fully 
fatisfied with the expediency of taking 
away fome blood as the beft prelimi- 
nary ftep to the cure. Venefection was 


accordingly performed, and about fix 
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ounces of blood taken from the arm; 
immediately after which the vibrations 
of the artery were manifeftly more 
diftin& and fomewhat accelerated; the 
blood, when cold, was covered with a 
a very thin cake of gluten, adheréd to 
the bafon, was very bilious, and the 
ferum was of a yellowith color. Soon 
after the operation, the child fpoke 
rationally for fome time, feemed much. 
lefs drowfy ; was more inclined to fleep, 
than he was before, but in about an 
hour relapfed into his former flate. I 
direGted a feton to be made between 
the fcapule in the direction of the {pine; 
that his feet fhould be frequently im- 
merfed in a warm pediluvium of falt 
and water, and with a view to induce 
perfpiration, that he fhould often re- 
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cline his head over the edge of an 
earthen veflel, and receive the fumes 
of warm vinegar and water; that he 
fhould be reftrained by the ule of the 
waiftcoat, as occafion fhould require; 


and be talked to as little as poflible. 


Confidering the proxemate caufe of his _ 


diforder to arife from a turgency and 
detenfion in the cerebral veffels, I - 
recommended the diet to be cooling, 
plain and flender, with almof a total 
abftinence from liquid food, that drinks 
of all forts fhould be /paringly ad- 
mitted; and in their flead directed 
roafted apples, dried cherries, tama- 
rinds, or currant jelly, &c. All objeéts, 
which engaged his attention, or excited — 
the leaft emotion, were to be veuibved: 


with a view to keep his mind calm 
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and placid; fo that all mental irri- 
tation being taken off, the aptitude 
of frantic paroxy{m might be leffened. 
He was ordered to abftain from all 
flatulent, vifcid, and grofs food, to 
have more air, and even exercife, 
when it could be admitted. As emetzcs 
had been fo repeatedly tried without 
effect, and were thought hazardous, as. 
they force too great a quantity of blood 
to the head, I objected to their ufe, 
and prefcribed a faline purgative mix- 
ture, with the infufion and tincture of 
fena, to be taken until evacuations 
fhould be procured. Laxatives were 
continued occafionally to prevent cof- 
tivenefs, and having in many inftances 
experienced the efficacy and good 


effects of camphor in fimilar diforders, 
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as may be feen in my late publication 
of SELECT CASES OF INSA- 
NITY, I prefcribed as follows, 
RK. Camphore 31} 
Six Vea gig 
Gum: Arabic & Sacc: Alb: a 31; 
Mifce jimul denique adde gradatim 
aque pluvialis Zvi) cujus captat coch. ij 
vel iij ad libitum: for which form 
I was in creat meafure indebted to Dr. 
Rowley, who in his excellent Treatife 
on Female Nervous Difeafes, Madnefs, 
&e, very judicioufly recommends it 
as a much better preparation of cam- 
phor than the julepum e camphora; 
becaufe in the former the dofe of 
camphor may be afcertained, whereas 
in the latter the fineft particles, by the 


ufe of boiling water, evaporate and fly 
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off, fo.as to render the remedy of doubt- 
ful utility, or perhaps, in a great mea- 
fure inefficacious. On the day after 
my vilit, March 28th, I was informed 
the patient had paffed a tolerable eafy 
night and had derived the expeéted re- 
lief from the purgative medicine. 
March 29th, he had fome ficknefs at 
the ftomach, which was attributed to 
the camphor, on which account the julep 
was directed to be given in lefs quan- 
tities, and not fo often, March goth, 
the report was ftill more favourable, 
he was more rational, and talked with 
recollection and propriety, but was 
fubject to remitting pains in his head, 
March 3ift, he became very low, in- 
deed, and was in every refpect in a 


{tate fimilar to that at the commence- 
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ment of his complaint. Afri tft, he 
was tolerably rational; but complained 
of his head, with depreflion of {pirits, 
and cried very much, faid “ nobody 
¢ loved him, and that he fhould not be 
‘happy in a future flate.” Apral od. 
having pafled a very indifferent night, 
he was attacked with cold fhiverings 
and yawning, cried very much, and 
intreated his mother to come, which 
fhe did; but his diftrefs and anxiety 
continued the fame as before. The 
feton began to difcharge plentifully, in 
the afternoon, his head was eafier, he 
appeared better, and the depreffions 
were of much fhorter duration than 


they had been. Aérid gd, he had a to- 


lerable good night, and was flill more 


rational and quiet than the day before; 
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upon the whole, there appeared a pro- | 
bable chance of fuccefs by a continua- 
tion of the plan firft laid down. Afril 
4th, after a tolerable night, early in the 
morning the depreflion returned, his 
feet being damp and cold, the pedilu- 
vium was ufed; he had no occalicn 
for opening medicines, having had 
fecal evacuations regularly once, and 
fometimes twice, on the three preceding 
days; the urine had continued its pro- 
per courfe. April 5ih, the urine was 
very high coloured, without fediment, 
or fever, the belly regular, pulfe fe- 
venty. The dilcharge from the feton 
was little, but from the ifflue much 
increafed; in the night he was rather 
reftlefs, with flight wanderings of the — 


mind, but more rational.in the dayv- 
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time. The regimen continued to be 
punctually obferved, and the patient 
was carried out in the open air up- 
wards of an hour. April 6th, he com- 
plained of his belly, and was obferved 
to rub and pick his nofe, with fome 
degree of lownels, a fudden lofs of 
voice, and palenefs of countenance; he 
complained of naufea at his ftomach, 
his breath was unufually fetid, in the 
night, he was very watchful, and in- 
coherent in his expreflions, and had 
troublefome dreams,with evident marks 
of indigeftion, Agri] 7th, he was much 
the fame all day, the night was reftlefs 
and uneafy, the fetor of the breath 
continuing, with pricking fenfations 
of the abdomen and a frequent irri- 


tation to ftool, induced an idea of worms 


6 
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‘being the caufe; but as the excrements 
had never appeared white or flimy, and 
none had ever been voided by ftool; 
that they really did exift was a matter 
of doubt ; however, from the foregoing 
evidence, I thought it advifeable to 
try the mercurzus faccharatus of the 
Ebinburgh Difpenfatory ; both as a 
good evacuant, and a fafe vermifuge ; 
this medicine after being taken twice, 
occafioned two dejections within the 
{pace of a few hours; but no worms, 
nor any thing of a verminous nature 
appearing in the flools, and the fymp- 
toms which had given rife to this fup- 
pofition ftill continuing, the more effec- 
tually to diflodge them, if they did 
exift; I prefcribed one grain of the 

F 
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gum gut. gamb. with half agrain of calo- 
mel, and an additional proportion of 
jfaccharum, made into the form of a 
powder, to be exhibited at proper pe- 
riods, befides which, I direéted fome 
garlic to be cut {mall, and between 
whiles to be given in milk, but neither 
of thefe remedies producing the leaft 
appearance of worms, and the’ patient 
_ being apparently not fo well in many 
refpects as before, he difcontinued his 
former regimen and medicines. April 
11th. They were had recourfe to 
again, the purgative medicine being 
directed to be intermitted as ufual---we 
had now a partial fuppreffion of urine, 
which was foon removed by mild diu- 
retics.—It was an obfervation made 


by thofe about him, that he was 
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always more in his fenfes, and that his 
head was always cleareft when there 
was a plenty of urine,and that this had 
been the cafe from the commencement 
of his diforder; it was therefore a fymp- 
tom which more particularly required 
an alleviation, and was removed without 
much difficulty by fmall dofes of the 

Spiritus nitra dulcis in parfley-root tea, 
and to the prevention of which the. 
warm pediluvium, which was con- 
flantly continued, did in great. meafure 

‘ contribute. April 12th, he appeared 

much better in every refpect, his mind 
was {ettled and quiet, and he was taken 
into the air, and except fome flatulen- 

cies in the ftomach, pafled the day in a 
much more rational manner than at any 


time before; but in the evening was 


/ 
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again very low, fighed much, and was 
incongruous in his fpeech and beha- 
viour, but not turbulently fo, he flept 
but little all that night, and the next 
morning appeared drowfy and low- 
{pirited, which was in great meafure 
attributed to taking cold in his airing 
the day before. %rz/ 19th. After ha- 
ving had a tolerable good night he got 
up and dreffed, walked about the room 
and was very rational; the feton which 
before had been very fore and painful, 
difcharged more and became eafier ; 
having had no {tool for two days, the 
purgative medicine was given and re- 
peated at proper diftances, but not ha- 
ving its ufual effect in the evening, an 
emollient clyfter was adminiftered, 


which produced ftools of a fetid and 
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loofe kind, and he had this night a 
more general and long continued per- 
{fpiration than at any time before during 
his illnefs; but was at intervals watch- 
ful and reftlefs. ral 14th, he was 
very fenfible, and at his own requett 
again taken out into the air for fome 
confiderable time, continued tolerably 
rational all day; but in the evening 
was again deprefled and low, wander- 
ed in his converfation from one fubject. 
to another, and complained of pain and 
weight in his head. The warm pedilu- 
vium was made ufe of for half an hour 
before, and at bed-time, the camphora- 
ted julep was given, his f{leep was fre- 
quently interrupted with terrifying 
dreams, he had no ftool, and in the 


morning awoke very forrowful and 
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low, and continued in that ftate 
through the greateft part of the day. 
April. sth, he was much the fame, in 
2 the forenoon he took twice of the 
camphorated julep, and in the after- 
noon once of the laxative medicine, 
which had no effect; he had little or 
no appetite, appeared much out of 
temper, and at times talked wild and 
—inconfiftently; in the evening a clyfter 
was given, which foon after returned 
without doing any fervice. The night 
was pafled in watchfulnefs, and much 
interrupted by frightful dreams. Af72/ 
16th, he appeared much clearer in his 
intelle&s, but complained of pain in 
his head, with a tenfion of the abdomen 
and difficult refpiration; the olewm rz- 


cint. was therefore prefcribed inftead of 
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the former purgative, the fecond dofe 
of which procured a ftool foon after it 
was taken; but he was not able to pafs 
any water, nor had he made a drop for 
the laft four and twenty hours. ‘The 
Spiritus nitrt dulcis was therefore again 
directed to be taken in a cupful of 
parfley-root tea, till he made water 
freely—he continued calm all the day, 
but not very rational, and had rather a 
better night than before. April 17¢h, 
he was very low, fpoke ‘but little, and 
at times was rather abfurd in his actions 
and behaviour; continued fo all the 
day, and paffed but a very indifferent 
night. Arad 18th, he had a free paf- 
fage, and had no occafion for either the 
drops or oil, April igth, he was very 


compofed and confiftent; the feet were 
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continued to be immerfed in the warm 
pediluvium, and continued moift and 
warm; he perfpired during his 
fleep, which was longer and but little 
interrupted ; and made water freely; it 
was of a reddifh colour, and depofited 
alight fediment. April 1gth and 2oih, 
he continued in a comfortable ftate, 
had good nights, and his appetite re- 
turned. Agril aiff, he was very low, 
and complained of his head, and having 
had no ftool for three days, a {poonful 
of the oil was given him, which an- 
_ {wered the purpofe foon after it was 
taken; his head was relieved, he con- 
tinued cool and rational all the day, 
and had a very good night. Afri/ 22d, 
At his own particular requeft he was 


placed in a little carriage for feveral 
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hours, drawn about in the air, and wit 
indulged in every little amufement that 
could be thought of; but with the pre- 
caution, that the menta faculty fhould 
not be permitted to dwell too long at a 
time on any object whatever; he now 
began to fpeak and play about in his 
ufual manner, and with more vivacity, 
it was obferved, than before his difor- 
der took place. He wifhed to ride on 
horfeback, but for the prefent it was 
thought improper, and he patiently 
acquiefced in that opinion, As the 
fingularity of his cafe excited much cu- 
riofity, many perfons had.a defire to 
fee him, but none were admitted fo to 
do, but thofe he had been previoutily 
acquainted with—if by chance he faw 
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any flrangers, it was remarked that the 
fight of them did not hurry and agitate 
his mind fo much as it had done in the 
former part of his complaint. He con- 
tinued in a quiet and rational flate un- 
der the fame regulation of diet and 
medicine as before enjoined, until May 
1o, when after an indifferent night, 
very early in the morning he was re- 
attacked with his former unaccountable 
lownefs of {pirits and melancholic ideas, 
his mind became alternately agitated 
with fear and forrow, fufpicion and 
folicitude, and continued fo all the 
day, having had no regular ftools for 
the laft two days; fome of the oil was 
given, the firft dofe of which had no 
effect; the fecond anfwered the pur- 


pofe, but from this as well as fome 
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fleep which he got in the firft part of 
the night, he derived but little benefit. 
The pedtluvium and camphoratcd julep 
were continued regularly, and May 
12th he appeared much more tranquil, 
but complained of pain in the lower 
bowels, which was removed by a fti- 
mulating clyfter, after two dofes of the 
oil had been tried in vain. May 19th, 
he was affedied with a pain in his head, 
‘and his eyes being flightly inflamed, 
and the lids rather fwelled and red, 
by my direction a furgeon was fent for 
to bleed him, who at firft obje&ted to 
the operation, on account of the low- 
nefs in his pulfe; but at the requeft 
of the mother, through refpeé to 
my advice, his opinion was overruled, 


and he took away about twelve 
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ounces of blood; he bled very flow, and 
did not appear to mifs the blood at all; 
until his arm was binding up, when he - 
turned pale, his lips became white, and 
he was all over in perfpiration, but 
foon recovered without fainting. The 
pulfe, after bleeding, was obferved to 
be more manifeft to the touch, f{lronger, 
and rather more accelerated. Upon 
enquiry, I found the blood had a flight 
buffy appearance, and by way of cu- 
riofity upon being divided and put into 
{cales, the craffamentum weighed fix 
ounces and three quarters, and the ferum 

jwe ounces and a half: an experiment 
made to pleafe the fancy, and for 
the fatisfaction of the mother of the 
patient. The feton had difcharged 


little, but the iffue very much, which 
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~ had been the cafe all along; after bleed- 
ing he paffed the night well, and was 
tolerably well all the next day. May 
15th, he was rather low and inconfiftent 
in his difcourfe, having had no ftool the 
—ufual quantity of oil was given and re- 
peated, but without effect. May 16th, 
he was not fo low as yefterday and more 
confiftent, but having made no water 
all the former day and night, the {car- 
city of it was relieved as ufual by the 
drops and parfley-root tea. May 17th, 
he was very dull, talked but little, and — 
feemed not much to attend to external 
objects. May 18th. Having pafled a 
very good night, and having had a 
natural {tool in the morning, he ap- 
peared much better in every refpect, 


and was very traCtable, ftill, and ra- 
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tional all day. May 19th, he appeared 
gnite comfortable and happy, and de- 
fired to ride on horfeback, which by 
my direClion was agreed to. At the 
fame time I advifed, that he fhould 
receive every admiflible gratification, 
From this time, he continued rational 
in his converfation, and confiftent in 
his behaviour; but was frequently too 
‘high- fpirited, and fometimes rablaiis 
troublefome to rule, and it was not 
without the interpofition of fome au- 
thority, that he was prevailed on to 
perfevere in any part of the regimen 
which had been before enjoined; for 
having recovered his liberty, and ex- 
perienced the indulgent partiality na- 
turally refulting from the joy of the 
parent, whofe tendereft feelings had 
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been fo long exercifed on his account, 
and as he got better, the diet. having 
been allowed to be more liberal and 
nutritious, though {mall in quantity 
and gradually increafed, he began to 
confider every reftraint with more im- 
patience—although in general he con- 
formed to order tolerably well. On 
account of fudden flight inflammation 
and itching in his right eye, it was 
thought advifable to repeat the bleed- 
ing on the feventh of Fune, from which 
time every diftrefling and tumultuary 
motion fubfided, and he has continued 
without interruption in the full pleni- 
tude of his mental faculties, to the com- 
fort and grateful acknowledgment of 
his worthy and refpectable family. 
The feton was dried up foon after the 
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laft bleeding, but the iflue in the arm 
has been kept open. It is very fingular 
that ever fince his recovery he has been 
much more chearful and {prightly, 
and not in the leaft fubjeét to that 
lownefs and dejection of fpirits which 
had always before been confidered as 
naturally attached to his temper and 


difpofition. . 


APPENDIX. 
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Ir may be thought that one Cafe, 
however ftriking, may not be fufficient- 
ly conclufive to determine the efficacy _ 
of any new plan of cure, but there are 
feveral more that have come under 
my obfervation; amongft thefe the two 
following are worthy the confideration 
of Medical Practitioners. © 
FL 
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A man about Forty-eight years of age, 
naturally of a melancholic tempera- 
ment, without any apparent caufe, on a 
fudden, became fullen, referved, and 
morofe, fhewed a great propenfity to 
fuicide, and his mind gradually funk 
into the moft diftrefsful ftate of dejec- 
tion and melancholy ; his memory was 
very defeétive, the lucid intervals were 
of fhort and momentary duration, his 
appetite was depraved there was a con- 
fiipation of the bowels, he was fome- 
times very deaf, was fubject to eructa- 
tions, with involuntary motion of the 
eyes; his countenance was pallid, and 
his face bloated and {welled, he had 
often the moft ridiculous fears and 
apprehenfions, and now and then com- 


plained of a pain as though anail were 
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driven into his head, with an uneafinefs 
in the right hypochondrium, which 
upon examination appeared rather hard 
and {welled ; he had taken feveral vo- 
mits, and had a blifter to the head with- 
out receiving the leaft advantage from 
either, he had never been in the lealt 
reftrained from fluids, but on the con- 
trary fuffered to indulge in the free ufe 
of thofe, to which he was moft partial ; 
when he was placed under my care, 
the pulfe was in general about cighty, 
rather weak and fmall, but became 
evidently flronger and greater, after 
the effufion of fix ounces of blood from 
the arm; evacuating cathartics were 
prefcribed occafionally, a feton was 
opened between the fhoulders in the 


direction of the fpine; and Ten grains of 
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camphor were adminiftered in a bolus, 
four times in a day. Abftinence from 
fluids was obferved with the greateft 
care and circum{pection, their quantities 
being gradually abridged, and almoft 
totally left off for nearly five months 
fuccellively according to Dr. Rowley’s 
Jvufiem, at the end of which period there 
remained not the leaft incongruity of 
idea, his perception was clear, and his 
judgment as found as at any former 
period of his life, he voluntarily conti- 
nued with me fome months after the 
cure, and has. ever fince retained the 
full enjoyment of his health and reafon. 

| : 

A youne lady, about the age of 
twenty feven, naturally of a habit ob- 


noxious to inflammatory diforders,whofe 
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mother had unfortunately been fubjeét 
to chronic madnefs, was fuddenly feized 
with arigor fucceeded by an acute in- 
flammatory fever,a quick full and tenfe 
pulfe,great heat,thirft,and acute pains in 
the head, back ance loins, and flight deli- 
rium,with dimnefs of fight, to moderate 
the febrile fymptoms venefection, cool- 
ing dzaphoretics and diluting drinks 
were prefcribed. On the ninth. day 
from the attack, loofe fools and turbid 
urine,confirmed thecrifis of the diforder, 
and the more--violent fy mptoms confe- 
quently fubfiding, the cortex took place 
as a tonic, and fhe was thought to be in 
a promifing {tate of convalefcence, but 
an anxiety and folicitude of mind very 
unufual to her before her illnefs, fuper-, 


yening ferved as a confirmation to her 
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_ friends of her being in the full pofleffion. 
of the morbid patrimony of her mother, 
her appetite was depraved, her pulfe 
quick and hard, and her breath was | 
uncommonly hot and offenfive, fhe | 
talked wild, and with almoft inceflant 
vociferation, got but little fleep, with 
lefs perfpiration, exprefied falfe fears, 
and often defcribed images which did 
not exift, fhe often fhuddered with 
cold, and was afterwards hot and thirf- 
ty, after a continuation in this phrenetic 
{late for feveral days, fhe was committ- 
ed to my care. I found fhe had been 
fuffered to drink copioufly of diluting 
liquors,the ferous veflels were tinged with 
red blood, the eye lids puffed and tumid, 
the tunica albuginea was red and inflam. 


ed, andthe pupils much diftended, there 
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was an uncommon floridity of the face, 
a great difcoloration of the tongue, and 
difficulty of refpiration; at intervals 
fhe became filent, referved, and melan- 
choly, at other times fo obftreperous 
and violent, as to render coercion 
abfolutely weceflary, the pulfe was 
hard and cordizke, and about an hundred 
and twenty flrokes in a minute, vene- 
Jectio ad deliquum was advifed, the blood 
_ appeared to be in a very inflamed and 
difordered ftate, neutral falts were 
adminiftered occafionally, the warm 
pediluvium was directed every night 
before fhe went to bed, camphor and 
nitre were given at flated intervals, 
and almoft a total abftinence from fluids, 


was enjoined for nearly two months, 


in which time venefection wasthrice  _ 
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repeated ; when the mental perturbation 
which was evidently dependent on 
the fever, and a type thereof, together 
with the primary caufe terminated fa- 
vourably,fhe ftaid with me fome months 
after the cure, had no relapfe, and has 


remained perfeétly clear in her intel- 


lects ever fince. ‘ 


THE END. 
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